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31st July 2015
Dear WLT Supporters,

MOTION TO BAN TROPHY HUNTING AND PROHIBIT LION TROPHIES AT UK PORTS

In light of recent events, the tragic death of Cecil the Lion, and the worldwide condemnation and vast media coverage, there never has been a more important and crucial time to effect change. The world has shown that this treatment of our endangered animals is no longer acceptable and the ‘sport’ of trophy hunting needs to be brought to an end.

So we thank you for supporting this critical issue against lion trophy hunting (in the wild and in captivity). We are confident and hopeful that our campaign to ban lion trophy hunting and imports to the UK and save the lion species will be successful in the near future through our united efforts and that the horrific death of Cecil will not be in vain.
Please join this united front, and take a moment to reinforce this critical campaign by writing to your Member of Parliament:
1. Find your MP and their email address: http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/
2. Make sure you supplement the email below with your own personal heartfelt story about why lions are important to you and why you advocate the banning of lion trophy hunting and imports to the UK. 

3. Include some key statistics in your letter detailed below.

4. Or, if you prefer, simply attach the bulleted list of important statistics.

5. Send your email today!

Cecil and the Lions - the silent stakeholders in this tragedy - on relying on us. Together, let’s make difference.

Sincerely,

Linda Tucker

CEO

<Your Address Details>

Member of Parliament
<Address>

Date:

Subject: Please Ban Lion Trophy Hunting and Imports to the UK
Dear Member of Parliament Name,

Insert Personal story 

The recent tragic and illegal death of Cecil the Lion in Zimbabwe has sparked worldwide outrage, as a responsible and concerned citizen I am appealing to you our representative in Parliament to address this critical issue. We can no longer accept this barbaric treatment of our world’s rare and endangered animals.

African lion populations are under serious threat due to lion trophy hunting, in the wild as well as in captivity: international trophy hunters kill more than 560 wild lions every year and over 1000 lion trophies are leaving Africa every year, with the trophy figures escalating while lion numbers in the wild are drastically dwindling.

Coupled with habitat loss and human-wildlife conflict, trophy hunting continues to contribute to the staggering 80% decline in the wild African lion populations over the past 50 years. Recent reports show may be as few as 16,500 African lions left in the wild. 

In addition, I am appalled at the atrocities associated with the canned hunting industry that supplies lion trophy hunting on demand, as a commodity. Today, there are more African lions in captivity than in the wild: there are over 5,000 South African lions in captivity, compared to the remaining 2,000 South African lions in the wild. Though advocates of lion trophy hunting quote its economic importance, trophy hunting accounts for only 0.27% of GDP and 1.8% of tourism revenue. More importantly, only 3% of trophy hunting revenue reaches local or rural communities.

Moreover, 30% of lion trophy exports are sent to European Union member states, with British citizens amongst the key perpetrators of these malpractices against a former colonies and commonwealth state.

I implore Parliament to assist African countries in their desperate bid to protect lions and their heritage, by establishing an international precedent for the ethical treatment of animals and protection of vulnerable species by banning trophy hunting and the import of lion trophies at our UK ports. 

If these malpractices continue, the consequences will be irredeemable, leading to the loss of genetic integrity of a whole species, negative impacts to the entire interrelated ecosystem, and unforeseen consequences to local communities, ranging from loss of livelihood to the collapse of traditional knowledge and belief systems.  

As your constituent, I am deeply concerned about these issues and sincerely encourage Parliament to take a responsible position in banning trophy hunting and prohibiting the importation of lion trophies.

Sincerely,

Your name.
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Hundreds in captivity. Their genetics modified.
Technically extinct. 3 Prides in their natural habitat.
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